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U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE REPORTS LETHAL CONTROL OF
DEPREDATING WOLVES NEAR STANLEY, IDAHO

Two adult male wolves were shot and killed on Friday, June 29, by federal wildlife specialists, after
USDA Wildlife Services confirmed that they had killed 8 sheep the previous evening.  The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service authorized the control action following earlier depredations that killed 8 sheep and 1
guard dog on June 9 and a calf on June 13.  Attempts to trap and relocate the depredating wolves were
unsuccessful after those events.

Both wolves, B-40M and B-101M, were part of the Whitehawk pack.  Recent monitoring of radio signals
from both collared animals revealed that they were involved in earlier depredation events and attempts.
Regulations developed for managing the gray wolves introduced into Idaho in 1995 provide for control
of wolves that prey on livestock.  Control actions can include trapping and relocating or killing animals
involved.  “Killing depredating wolves is an action of last resort, but appropriate in this case,”  accord-
ing to Carter Niemeyer, Wolf Recovery Coordinator.  “Their involvement in multiple and continuing
depredation events and unsuccessful attempts to trap and relocate them led to the lethal action.”

Wolves in Idaho are making progress toward recovery.  Monitoring by the Nez Perce tribe led to an
estimate of 191 wolves in Idaho before this year’s breeding season.  Nine pups were produced by the
Whitehawk pack this year, and preliminary indications are that other packs have reproduced success-
fully also.
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